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2 Introduction 

 
WebAdmin 1.5 is a lightweight, easy to handle but nevertheless powerful Content Management System for 
Websites digital-ecom GmbH provides. 
 
WebAdmin 1.5 allows extending your actual web presence continuously without the requirement of handling 
HTML code, styles or even programming. 
 
WebAdmin 1.5 allows creating pages which are search engine optimized. The user interface of WebAdmin 
1.5 supports various languages. Your website itself can support any language you wish. 
 
WebAdmin 1.5 supports a variety of features such as structured menus, implementation of external RSS 
Feeds, creating your own News and Newsletters and much more. 
 
This document describes features of the WebAdmin 1.5 step by step. It is intended helping you on your first 
steps working with the system. 
 
For a fast rush into WebAdmin refer to Pt. 17 Step By Step ï Creating your website, P. 72f. 
 

3 System Requirements and Recommendations 

 
WebAdmin 1.5 is an Internet based application and can be used with nearly any Browser. 
 
WebAdmin 1.5 has been tested with Firefox 2.X and Internet Explorer 6.X and 7.X. We recommend using 
Internet Explorer 7 or higher. 
 
 

4 User Interface 

 
WebAdmin 1.5 is divided into two sections, a Menu area and a data area. The Menu area at top of screen 
allows selecting the Action to perform or setting the user interface language. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pic. 1: WebAdmin user interface 
 

Logo Actions 
Within the Menu Action section select an 
Action to perform. Actions might be ñGeneral 
Settingsò, ñOrdinary Pagesò, ñNavigator ï 
Level 1ò and more. 

Language Selector 
Use the Language Selector in order 
to select a language you would like 
using the WebAdmin with. In the 
following we will show all screen 
shots using the English user 
interface. 

Data Area 
 
The data area offers the various actions you can perform setting up your website. 
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4.1 User Interface ï Language 

 
WebAdmin 1.5 comes with the following languages by default: 
 

¶ English 

¶ German 

¶ Russian. 
 
Simply select a language and the user interface will change. 
 
Note: In case you switch to another language while you are editing content, your changes might be lost. 
Before changing the language of the user interface, save your work. 
 

4.2 User Interface ï Actions 

 
The Actions at top of the screen allow setting up your Website. They offer common features as well as some 
special features, which might not be suitable for every web presence (i.e. you might not want to be interested 
in offering RSS-Feeds or a Poll).  
 
This document will discuss as much features as have been created in a multilingual user interface so far. 
There might be more features which could be included for your convenience. On the other hand, this 
documentation might list more features than your current installation of the WebAdmin 1.5 offers. The set of 
features available depends on the contract you have with digital-ecom GmbH. 
 
In order to use a feature, simply click on the icon or its description provided. The Action will be offered in 
user interface language you have chosen previously. 
 
Note: When starting an Action your unsaved work will be lost ï therefore, save your work before switching to 
a new task. 
 

4.3 Saving As Draft 

 
When creating web pages you can always save your current work without having this displayed on the 
Internet immediately. Every page has an option named Published. In case this option is not checked this 
page will not be shown on your website. You have to publish your work explicitly by enabling this option. 
 
Services like the News Server allow steering publishing information by date. In order to prevent publishing 
the News right now simply set the date to a future date. 
 
This feature allows editing a page to your convenience before showing it to the public. 
 

4.4 Preview 

 

In order to control your result during the editing phase use the Preview provided by clicking this button: . 
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5 Example Website 

 

 
 
Pic. 2: Example Website 
 
The screenshot shows a website which was created by the help of WebAdmin. 
 
As you can easily see on the left hand side of the screen this is just an example ï the News section is 
missing design and styling, yet. 
 
Anyhow, using the WebAdmin helps you creating a modern Website without missing relevant information ï a 
lot of information is even provided automatically. Allowing this requires you specifying the General Settings 
at least. Doing so will automate generation of information at several places, i.e. when creating a company or 
About Us page or the footer of your Newsletters. 
 
In the following we will describe the steps to undertake for achieving this. 
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6 Templates 

 
WebAdmin offers various templates to choose from. Templates steer the appearance of your website. 
 

 
 
Pic. 3: Templates 
 
On the left hand side you will find a preview of the template. On the right hand side details of the selected 
template will be given. 
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At top of the previews you find a dropdown box allowing to switch templates by the type of navigator used. 
Options given are: 
 

¶ Left 

¶ Top 

¶ Left + Top. 
 
Once you select a preview picture its corresponding details will be shown at right hand side of the screen. 
The details describe the most relevant parts of the template, i.e. the way the navigator works and looks like 
or whether certain features are supported or not. 
 
All screenshots given will display a page developed for digital-ecom GmbH. Please note that header logo as 
well as background graphic can be changed by you as described later

1
. Changing the footer might result in a 

different page design, too
2
. 

 

6.1 Testing Templates 

 
Before concentrating on a specific template we recommend creating content for your website. Once you 
created several pages you simply can select a different template and check the result online. 
 
A new template will be online immediately once you saved it. 
 

6.2 Flexible Design 

 
Most of WebAdminôs Templates support a flexible design. 
 
A flexible design is a design which reacts on changing the Browsers size or the font-size used without 
disturbing the appearance of your website. 
 
A user might want to display your website in a Browser Window which is reduced in its width, perhaps 
because of comparing information with another site. 
 
A user might want to increase the font-size of your website just because of better readability. 
 
Mostly all Templates will allow this and still display the site correctly. 
 
The content, added by you, should allow this, too. In order to achieve this do not use hard coded dimensions 
where possible. In example, do not size a table by Pixels but by Percent. Doing so will allow to resize the 
entire Browser window by keeping the proportions intact. 
 

                                                   
1
 See Pt. 7.1.2.1 By Background Graphic and Logo Image, P.14. 

2
 See Pt. 7.1.5 Footer, P. 21ff. 
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7 General Settings 

 

 
 
Pic. 4: General Settings 
 
Using General Settings allows specifying some common information for your Website. It additionally 
prevents you from getting sued because certain information is missing on your website

3
. 

 
More over, the information specified can be used by various services conveniently without having to re-enter 
it again. 
 
 
 
 

                                                   
3
 This might be a special problem of Germany, where Managers of multi-national companies can kill thousands of jobs or loose Billions 

of Euros in unsafe and stupid speculations without getting called to account but where privates or smaller companies could get sued ï 
always accompanied with costs ï for having a ridiculous piece of information missing on their webpages ï i.e. the chairman of the 

organisation or the register number of it. Yes, in Germany it is even dangerous (or at least costly) using eBay for selling the clothes of 
your kids é 



- Documentation -  Autor: Uwe Gemsjäger <WebAdmin 1.5> 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Seite 12 von 78 

 

General Settings is split into the following parts: 
 

¶ Website 

¶ Company 

¶ Judicial 

¶ Bank 

¶ Newsletter. 
 
You reach each single part by clicking the Tab given at top of the data area. Once you finished your settings 
for all Tabs you can save your work using the Save Button. 
 

7.1 Website 

 
Tab Website is one of the most important options of the WebAdmin : It allows setting up your website for 
new languages ï and therewith : Markets. 
 
On the top of it you find the option Language. Normally this is pre-selected by the language of the user 
interface you chose ï in case you are using WebAdmin in German language, this option will show Germany 
selected, United Kingdowm in case you use the English interface, etc. 
 
At first start of the WebAdmin the language of the user interface will be English ï which might not correspond 
with the default language of your website, so you might not see additional information given. 
 
However, you can change the language shown either in order to create a new language for your website or 
in order to edit data for a given language ï even by using a different language of the user interface. On every 
change of the language selected, the General Settings will load for this language. 
 
In Pic. 4: General Settings, P. 11, we use English as user interface language but edit General Settings for 
Germany. 
 
When selecting a different language, i.e. French, this language will be ready for editing after we saved our 
settings. Your website will then become able to serve German and French as language. The only things to 
establish are: 
 

¶ Your Website requires a corresponding language selector ï so people can choose French, too
4
 

¶ Your Website has to deliver all information in French, too, means all pages have to be prepared in 
French, too. 

 
However, in order to open your website for a new language you have to specify it here and save this option. 
 
For every language created you can specify additional information which is common for the entire site, i.e. a 
footer for your website.  
 
By default, when adding a language, settings of the default language will be used for the new language. 
Whereas this is convenient for you in case of company details this might result in visitor confusion in case 
that information is not adapted for other content. In case you added a new language you should adjust the 
footer at least, since it still points to pages of your default language

5
. 

 
Anyhow, splitting these settings by language allows given language specific information, i.e. a title which is 
shown in the language of the user when moving the mouse over the footer. Additionally, it allows specifying 
different company information for different languages which is of interest in case different companies or 
subsidiaries are used.  
 
Indeed, you are entitled setting up totally different websites for every country or language. The only thing to 
do is specifying different Navigator

6
 or Ordinary Pages

7
. 

                                                   
4
 This could be accomplished best by adding a prepared link in to the footer of your website. 

5
 See Pt. 7.1.5 Footer, P. 21ff. 

6
 See Pt. 8 Navigator Pages, P. 30ff. 
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Mark the checkbox This is the default language of this website in order to specify the language which is used 
whenever your website is opened without a specified language

8
. 

 

7.1.1 Status: Published 

 
Activating this option will make the information public ï i.e. your Footer or your customised Website Header 
will only be shown in case this option is checked.  
 
Indeed, without publishing, the entire website will not be available for this language. 
 
Other options, i.e. Company Data Display require an additional setting to be set in order to be shown. 
 

7.1.2 Website Header 

 
The Website Header section allows specifying the header of your website. 
 
You are entitled specifying the header  
 

¶ By Logo and Background Image 

¶ By Background Image and HTML 

¶ By HTML. 
 
By default, WebAdmin will suggest building a header by your company logo and a background image. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                         
7
 See Pt. 9 Ordinary Pages, P. 32ff. 

8
 This will happen always in case somebody just enters the URL to your website ï this will be your default website. This default website 

should allow going to any other language or content. See Pt. 7.1.5 Footer, P. 21ff for details of how to implement switches to other 
languages in to a footer of a website. 
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Pic. 5: General Settings ï Website Header 
 
In the example above the header of the site will be build by custom HTML. This will ignore any logos 
selected on Tab Website Header Logo and Website Header Background. 
 
The most easy and convenient way creating your header is by using option By Background Graphic and a 
Logo Image. 
 

7.1.2.1 By Background Graphic and Logo Image 

 
A Logo will be your company icon or graphic, usually. In the examples we used the digital-ecom logo. The 
logo file is of type GIF having a transparent background. 
 
You can create your company logo using any available photo or image editing software. Once you created 
your logo you save it as of file type GIF. For best appearance the image should have a transparent 
background

9
. 

                                                   
9
 Restricting the file type to GIF allows transparency and ensures older Browsers (such as Internet Explorer 6) can render the image 

transparent. 


